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Module Objectives

Understand youth participation
Learn policy processes
Explore EU mechanisms

Develop advocacy skills
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Understanding Democratic Participation

| Voting is important, but participation includes much more:
e Public debate.

e \olunteering.

e Community engagement.

e Membership in organizations.

e Advocacy.

e Public consultations.

e Civic education.

e Peaceful demonstrations.

Participation can be formal or informall.

Every democratic society benefits when citizens contribute in diverse ways.
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The European Citizens' Initiative

One of the most innovative democratic tools in the EU is the:
European Citizens' Initiative

How it works:
e Citizens organize around an issue.
e They collect one million signatures.
%‘ e Signatures must come from multiple Member States.
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e The European Commission must examine the proposal.

Why is it important?
It allows citizens to place issues directly on the European political agenda.
It is an example of participatory democracy beyond traditional elections.
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Local Democracy: The Foundation of Participation

Most democratic experiences begin locally.
Examples include:

e School councils.

e Youth councils.

e Municipal elections.

e Community associations.

e Neighborhood projects.

e Environmental initiatives.

Local participation matters because:
e Citizens see direct results.
e Problems are often tangible.
e Trustis easier to build.
e People feel ownership of decisions.
Strong local democracy often leads to stronger national and European participation.
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Why Local Partlmpatlon Is Declining in Some Areas

Why are fewer citizens getting involved?
e Lower turnout in local elections
e Feeling that participation does not lead to change
e Lack of information about local decision-making
e Time constraints and busy lifestyles
e Declining trust in institutions
e Weaker community connections

Impact:
e |Less citizen influence
e Reduced trust in democracy
e Decisions shaped by fewer voices

Local democracy works best when citizens feel informed, heard, and empowered.
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How Policies Are Made

Policy-Making Cycle
.Problem Identified
2.Research & Evidence
3.Consultation

.Drafting Policies

.Decision-Making

Implementation

/.Evaluation
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Democratic Participation at the European Level

How can citizens influence the EU?

Through:
e \/oting in European Parliament elections

. e Public consultations

=—— e Civil society organizations and NGOs
:T,: e Youth initiatives and advocacy campaigns
——| *® The European Citizens' Initiative

m— @t e nt Challenges

===a| * EUinstitutions can seem distant
T — o .
— e Complex decision-making processes
p— e Limited awareness of participation opportunities
— — . oy 0
—— e lower engagement compared to national politics
e w=l i . : . : : ; . ,
F_J-U:I_I:lf ’ ?4 L B i \:l::
" : "- - - ekl m— [ [ ! : ! i .——-— - — —
R P —— ' | \ ——

i, [ Iy
i 1all &

e T ——



Participation in Europe

Young people are often described as politically disengaged.
Resedrch suggests a more complex reality.

Many young people participate through:
e Climate movements.
e Human rights campaigns.
e \/olunteering.
e Social entrepreneurship.
e Online advocacy.

Young citizens may be less attached to traditional political structures but highly
engaged with social and global issues.

The challenge is not necessarily participation itself, but creating institutions that
connect with new forms of engagement.




il

-

European Youth Goals

The 11 European Youth Goals
1.Connecting EU with Youth
2.Equality of All Genders
3.Inclusive Societies
4.Information & Dialogue
5.Mental Health & Wellbeing
6.Rural Youth
7.Quality Employment
8.Quality Learning
9.Space & Participation

10.Sustainable Green Europe

1. Youth Organisations & Programmes




~a8 Digital Democracy
y Digital technology has transformed participation.
,—.-.’)"3{) )
.| Benefits:
< e Faster communication.
e 2 :
e Broader access to information.
‘ P . ope .
- e Easier mobillization.
& .
e Cross-border cooperation.
> | Citizens can now engage with issues instantly and connect with people across Europe.
Digital tools can make democracy more inclusive and accessible.
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Polarization and Democratlc Trust

Across many democradcies, citizens increasingly encounter:
e Political polarization.
e Echo chambers.
e Hostile public discourse.

When societies become deeply divided:
e Compromise becomes harder.
e Trust decreases.
e Participation may decline.
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Democratic systems depend not only on disagreement but also on mutual respect and
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dialogue.
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How to Strengthen Citizen Participation

e Civic Education

e Media Literacy

e Transparency

e Digital Innovation

e Youth Inclusion

e Community Building




Conclusion
EU citizenship is more than a legal status.

It provides:

* Rights.

e Opportunities.

e Protections.

e A voice in democratic life.
But rights alone are not enough.

Democracy flourishes when citizens participate actively, critically, and
responsibly.




Youth Participation, Democracy &
Policy Engagement

Module 2

Youth Renewed Policy Agenda on promoting LGBTQ+ Rights and
Participatory Inclusion
2024-2-MTO01-KA154-YOU-000258395

~
<h-GEy,
“g\-" ’ ’:Dﬂ; { q‘f
= | < :& ‘
AT/ fifty-fifty
o"'/nog,‘?ohb e AIS.EnL

AAAAAAA

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those
E ra S m u S + of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or
the European Union Programmes Agency (EUPA). Neither the European Union nor

Enriching |ives, Opening mMinds. the granting authority can be held responsible for them.

Co-funded by
the European Union




	Youth Participation, Democracy & Policy Engagement
	Module 2
	Youth Renewed Policy Agenda on promoting LGBTQ+  Rights and Participatory Inclusion 2024-2-MT01-KA154-YOU-000258395

	Module Objectives
	Understanding Democratic Participation
	The European Citizens' Initiative
	How it works:

	Local Democracy: The Foundation of Participation
	Why are fewer citizens getting involved?
	Policy-Making Cycle
	How can citizens influence the EU?
	Current Challenges

	The 11 European Youth Goals

	Digital Democracy
	Polarization and Democratic Trust
	How to Strengthen Citizen Participation
	Conclusion
	Youth Participation, Democracy & Policy Engagement
	Module 2
	Youth Renewed Policy Agenda on promoting LGBTQ+  Rights and Participatory Inclusion 2024-2-MT01-KA154-YOU-000258395


